SELF-DEFENSE & THE LAW
BEATING THE ‘RAMBO’ RAP

When Spare Ammo Is Justified
9 Case Reports
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PAIR OF 9mm
POCKET PISTOLS

One. of the maost important trends for
those of us who carry pistols all of

the time, but may have to dress in clothing
that does not conceal a belt gun, is the
current availability of excellent 9mm or .40
pistols that can be carmried in a normal-sized
trousers pocket. Recently, I've been testing
two of these compact 95 and have been
imprassad with both of them.

The first is the Walther PPS. | first shot
this gun on a visit to Smith & Wesson a few
months ago and immediately knew | want-
ed one. For years, my pocket pistol was
aWalther PPK in .380. The PPS is almost
the same size and lighter, yet is chambered
for a real combat cartridge. At 6.3 inches
overall, a hair over an inch wide, and 19.4
ounces without a magazine, this pistol car-
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ries in a pocket very

well, especially in the
pocket holsters from
DeSantis.

The magazine
capacity with the flat-
bottomed magazine |
carry in the pocket is
6 rounds. A 7-round
magazine comes with
the pistol as well and
an B-round magazine is available. As a result,
one can cary & + 1 rounds in the gun plus
another 7 or 8 rounds in another pocket,

Walther seems to have designed this
pistol from the beginning for pocket carry,
as controls are all very flat, while sights are
low profile with white dots. The ambidex-
trous magazine release is located along the
triggerguard and works best if operated
with the trigger finger, though the support
hand thumb may also be used. A lever

Walther PPS is very compact and recoil
is quite acceptable with +P loads.

safety in the trigger must

be depressed in order for
the trigger to be operated, a
system familiar these days
to most shooters.,

| like the PPS a lot. I've
shot good groups out to 50
feet with it using Federal's
9BP 115-grain JHP ammo
and Black Hills 115-grain
JHR. I've put at least 150
rounds through it with no malfunctions,
| feal that the PPS makes an excellent
second gun and when concealment is
paramount, an excellent first gun. Since the
DeSantis Nemesis pocket holster may be
used in either right or laft pocket, it comple-
ments the PPS weall.

The othar compact 9mm pistol I've been
testing is the Rohrbaugh R9S. This very
compact pistol is produced in a small shop
in the US to exacting quality contral stan-




dards. Only 5.2 inches in overall langth,
0.8 of an inch in width, and 12.8 ounces
in weight, the R9S is even mora con-
cealable than the PPS. The frame is of
7075 Aluminum to cut weight. Magazine
capacity of the R85 is 6 rounds as with
the PPS. The RI9S's double-action-
anly trigger pull offers good safety in
a pocket gun yet still leaves the little
pistol ready for instant action. Factor in
the lack of external levers or buttons,
the hammer fits flush with the frame
and the bottom magazine release, and
one has a pistol well designed for carry
and draw from the pocket,

There are actually multiple ver-
sions of the Rohrbaugh. The RS has
a slide without sights, while the R3S
has rudimentary sights. Thera is also a
“Stealth™ version of each pistol with a

Continued on page 70
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(Continued from page 69)

diamond black slide or a standard
version with bright slide. My gun is
the Stealth version with sights.

The Rohrbaugh is only rated
for standard 9mm rounds, not +P
or +P+. As a result, | did my testing with
Winchester 115-grain Sitvertip and some
Black Hills and Blazer 115-grain FMJ. All
functioned reliabhy. | did most of my shoot-
ing at 7 and 10 yards and found that | could
easily keep all rounds within the “center-of-
mass” on human targets firing rapidly.

I use a Milt Sparks left side sharkskin
pocket holster with the Rohrbaugh and
fired about half of the rounds in my tests
from the pocket with the left hand. Those
ware normally fired one-handed. The
remaining rounds were fired right-handed
either with a two-hand hold or cne-hand-
ed. The Rehrbaugh performed flawlessly
on reliability. Recoil was noticeable, as it
was with the PPS, but not so bad that the
pistl could not be quickly brought back
on target for follow-up shots. As might be

The Walther
PPS in DeSantis
Nemesis pocket
halster (left) and
the Rohrbaugh
in Milt Sparks
pocket holster
(right).

expected with the Rohrbaugh's rudimen-
tary sights, groups were tighter at longer
ranges with the PPS,

| feal no compunctions about recom-
mending both of these pistols. Both
conceal well and are well designed for
pocket carry. Both are utterly reliable and
both show acceptable or betler accuracy
at close combat ranges.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Rohrbaugh Firearms
PO Box 785, Dept CH,
Bayport, NY 11705; 800 233
www. rohrbaughfirearr m
Walther America
2100 Roosavelt Ave, Dept CH,
Springfield, MA 01104; 800-372-6454;
www.waltheramenica.com






